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Welcome
From Rear Admiral Simon Williams, Chairman of Clarion Defence and Security

Defence and Security Equipment International (DSEI) 
is an event with a difference. Held biennially at ExCeL 
London, it is the UK’s only event that integrates the 
five key pillars of national security and defence – Air, 
Land, Naval, Security and Joint – under one roof. 
DSEI provides its customers with a unique opportunity 
to see and meet the world’s defence community 
in order to network and conduct business.

Spanning the entire defence and security manufacturing 
supply chains across the Air, Land, Naval, Security and 
Joint domains, DSEI draws an increasing following 
from the international procurement community 
who see it as the principal showcase of innovative 
technology and specialist expertise. The event is 
equally recognised for its strategic conference and 
seminar programme, designed to further the discussion 
and debate of pertinent issues facing the sector.

Now entering its twentieth year, DSEI is respected and 
commended by the industry it serves. Distinguished 
by the enduring support it receives from an ever-
growing number of global armed forces and military 
VIPs and delegations, DSEI presents a pivotal point 
in the calendar to explore international business 
opportunities with an audience that is unrivalled, both 
in terms of the scale and seniority of those that attend.

Looking towards the next edition of DSEI we are 
committed to building on the event’s distinctive 
strengths. Providing a vital contribution to the industry 
and supporting our much-valued exhibitors on 
each step of their DSEI journey remains of upmost 
importance. This brochure provides comprehensive 
details about DSEI, the opportunities available 
and the impact it can bring to your business. 

DSEI sits at the heart of a portfolio of 25 events organised by 
Clarion Defence and Security. Renowned for delivering events 
that support companies of all sizes to develop their business 
on a global scale, Clarion Defence and Security annually 
brings together over 120,000 international participants from 
established and emerging markets worldwide.

DSEI 2017 was an excellent opportunity for Joint Forces 
Command (JFC) to showcase its guiding principles of using 
innovation, integration and information to secure advantage 
for the Joint Force.  The event provided JFC, in its role as 
the ‘Information Command’, with a well-organised forum that 
enabled us to speak directly to the industry partners who can 
deliver the technology that JFC needs to make its Miltech 
innovation vision a reality.  The DSEI team also helped us to 
organise some excellent ‘Space’ and ‘Cyber’ themed events 
which brought together a range of UK specialists, academics, 
overseas counterparts and industry.  We look forward to a 
similarly positive experience at the next event.

General Sir Chris Deverell KCB MBE ADC Gen  
Commander UK Joint Forces Command

We are a new company and quickly realised that the most 
efficient way to reach potential customers was through DSEI. In 
fact, our decision to attend accelerated our launch plans and 
we incorporated the company just six weeks before the event… 
DSEI puts you and your products in front of the people who 
matter, the real decision makers… We met the agencies that 
will be able to give advice and help us grow in the future.

Spike Rye 
Managing Director, Drone Security Defence

DSEI attracts many international delegations and military visitors. 
It is a great opportunity to showcase our products and services. 
In 2019, we will be back at DSEI, aiming to support conferences 
and improve our relationship with our customer base.

Marco Monticelli,  
Communication and Institutional affairs, Leonardo
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Exhibitor reach

Countries with International Pavilions

Operating locations of DSEI exhibitors

10%
North 

America

10%
Central & South 

America

21%
United Kingdom 

& Ireland

7%
Africa

32%
Europe

10%
Middle East

10%
Asia Pacific
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DSEI at a glance
“A fantastic opportunity to network”

“A unique opportunity to see the world’s defence 
equipment suppliers showcased in one location“

“We achieved a high number of quality meetings in one location” 
Feedback from DSEI 2017 visitors

Why did the defence community participate in DSEI?

EXHIBITOR

1. Increase brand awareness

2. Generate new sales leads

3. Network amongst the industry

4. Meet and sell to current customers

5. Maintain company’s profile 

VISITOR

1. See new products and innovations

2. Network amongst the industry

3. Keep up-to-date with market trends

4. Identify new opportunities and markets

5. Meet with current suppliers Statistics from DSEI 2017

35,000+
attendees from  

104 countries

86%
of visitors said DSEI  

is an important 
networking event

1,600+
exhibitors from  

69 countries

92%
of exhibitors  

reported that DSEI  
was a successful 

experience
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97%
of visitors to  

DSEI 2017 rated it 
to be a success
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International delegations 
and VIP access 
DSEI’s hosted-buyer programme delivers international 
delegations, military buyers, key decision makers, 
and influencers to companies across the exhibition 
floor. These visitors include: military chiefs; defence 
and security ministers; procurement personnel; 
and senior representatives from global MODs.

A dedicated VIP engagement team works with 
distinguished partners to bring high-ranking 
officials from around the world, offering the most 
senior delegations a bespoke programming 
service. These visiting delegations specify their 
procurement requirements and are matched with 
the exhibitors that have relevant capabilities. 
This ensures a coordinated, time-efficient, and 
relevant experience for our VIP visitors, and return 
on investment for our exhibiting companies.

44%
increase in 

exhibitor meetings 

2,760+
global VIPs from 
90 countries: 7% 

increase

21%
increase in 

programmed 
delegations

2,390+
programmed 
meetings with 

exhibitors
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On behalf of the British Army, please accept my sincere thanks 
for the support provided by Clarion to our contribution to DSEI. 
The provision of the Army stand, the impressive logistic and 
marketing support and the professional one team approach that 
your staff adopted enabled the delivery of a first-class Army 
contribution to the exhibition…We look forward to working with 
you again for the 2019 exhibition.

General Sir Nicholas Carter KCB CBE DSO ADC Gen  
Chief of the General Staff, British Army

64%
of attendees to DSEI 
2017 had purchasing 

authority

DSEI 2017 Official Delegations included:

Defence Ministers, Deputy Ministers,  
National Armaments Directors, State Secretaries, 
Military Service Chiefs, Commanders of Military 
Commands, Capability Directors, Senior 
Procurement and Acquisition Executives.
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North 
America

Central 
& South 
America

United Kingdom  
& Ireland

The DSEI audience

97%
visitor satisfaction rate 

92%
of visitors said DSEI  

was educational

80%
of visitors met their  
overall objectives  

at the show

94%
of visitors reported that 
DSEI was important for 

their business

81%
of visitors said DSEI  

is a must-attend  
industry event

86%
of visitors said DSEI 

reflects what is going 
on in the defence and 

security sector

86%
of visitors said DSEI  

is an important 
networking event

92%
of visitors said it  

is worthwhile  
visiting DSEI

87%
of visitors would 

recommend DSEI to 
colleagues in the 

industry

83%
of visitors stated the 
intention to return
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Europe
Asia

Africa

Australasia

Middle East

United Kingdom  
& Ireland

Overall DSEI audience by region

Networking & B2B

With more than 1600 exhibitors from 69 
countries, DSEI provides the full spectrum of 
global defence suppliers.

The event delivers a range of engagement and 
networking opportunities to its international 
audience. DSEI 2017 saw the introduction of 
“Meet the Supply Chain”, an initiative to give 
SMEs a stronger voice on the exhibition floor. This 
facilitated meetings for over 200 SME suppliers 
with 136 prime manufacturers.

Exhibitors have access to a variety of events and 
spaces for networking and business meetings. 
This includes the Official Opening Reception, as 
well as more specific events and functions that 
can be created to reflect individual requirements. 
Exhibitors can hire tables in the DSEI Dining Room 
or hire their own private dining room for the week, 
complete with branding. There are hospitality 
suites over-looking the Thames for unrivalled views 
of the waterborne demos, and numerous meeting 
rooms which can be booked ad-hoc or for the 
whole week.

1,600+
exhibitors from 

69 
countries

92%
of exhibitors  

reported that DSEI  
was a successful 

experience

78%
of exhibitors at  

DSEI 2017 had either 
already rebooked for 

2019 or stated the 
intention to

78%
of exhibitors would 
recommend DSEI to 
industry colleagues 

compared to an industry 
average of 59%

93%
of visitors rated the  

quality and number of 
companies exhibiting  

at DSEI as good  
or excellent
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81%
of visitors said DSEI is 

excellent for finding new 
equipment products 

and services

60%
of visitors prepare for DSEI by checking 
 which companies will be exhibiting and

55%
of visitors organised meetings with specific companies 
in advance of the show – being on the exhibitor list is 

important to start organising key 
meetings with visitors 

91%
of visitors thought the 

relevance of companies 
exhibiting at DSEI was 

excellent or good

93%
of visitors rated the quality 
of companies exhibiting 
at DSEI as excellent or 

good

62%
of visitors said new 

products and innovations 
was a primary reason 

for visiting DSEI

93%
of visitors rated the 

number of companies 
exhibiting at DSEI as 

excellent or good

50%
of visitors said they visit 

DSEI to keep up with 
market trends

83%
of visitors rated the 
opportunity to see 

equipment /product 
demonstrations at DSEI 

as excellent or good

53%
of visitors said they visit 
DSEI to network among 

the industry

What visitors think about exhibiting companiesDSEI supporting 
exhibitors include:

What visitors look for from exhibitors
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10 reasons to be at DSEI
Global platform for business

DSEI is a direct channel into the 
defence and security market. Bringing 
the entire defence manufacturing 
supply chain together with the world’s 
key military specifiers, influencers, 
buyers, and end-users, presents an 
unmissable opportunity to develop 
your business on an international 
scale – and all under one roof.

Innovative exhibition floor 

Divided into five Zones: Air, Land, Naval, 
Security, and Joint, DSEI is known to be 
‘best in class’ in terms of the range and 
quality of the companies that feature. 
Visual feature areas, such as the Medical 
Zone, draw visitors across the show floor, 
and exhibition space is redefined to 
support a full spectrum of requirements, 
from Primes to SMEs. From the biggest 
to the smallest, there are innovations to 
be seen across the show including the 
latest developments in cyber technology 
and secure communications. The 
Innovation Hub and new Space Hub 
ensure there are points of interest across 
the whole defence and security industry.

Outstanding conference  
and seminar programme

The Strategic Conference and Seminar 
programme runs for the entire DSEI 
week, delivering exceptional thought-
leadership from high-level experts, 
industry innovators and senior VIPs.
 

International pavilions

DSEI hosts over 40 international 
pavilions, each providing a regional 
hub of defence and security ingenuity. 
The size and scale of these pavilions 
reflects the renewed importance 
of defence spending and exports 
for countries around the world. 
A major platform for promoting UK 
defence capabilities to the world, 
the UK pavilion is the largest at 
the event, with 155 companies 
participating at DSEI 2017. 

Live action demonstrations

DSEI provides an opportunity for 
companies to showcase their capabilities 
in action. The daily waterborne 
demonstration programme gives 
maritime specialists an exceptional 
chance to operate their craft in live 
scenarios on the Thames, while the 
medical presentations enable visitors to 
learn first-hand about the latest life-saving 
medical methodology and technology 
being used by military professionals.

Exclusive networking opportunities

There are a broad range of opportunities 
for high and low-level networking 
during DSEI, including a variety of 
receptions, hospitality packages, 
and ‘meet the buyer’ events.

Bespoke delegations programme

The delegation hosted-buyer programme 
is a key measure of the event’s success. 
We create bespoke schedules for visiting 
delegations to ensure that they meet 
companies with products which match 
specific procurement requirements.

Customer support

We support our exhibitors to develop 
their profile in the industry. By facilitating 
engagement across the supply chain, 
helping companies to align their 
brand with military requirements, and 
offering complementary marketing 
and PR promotion, DSEI provides a 
springboard for international growth. 
Our team of international agents provide 
a direct point of contact at all times.

Key partnerships

DSEI receives the full support and 
endorsement from a wide range of 
government and international authorities, 
including the UK Ministry of Defence, 
Department for International Trade 
Defence and Security Organisation, 
Cabinet Office and Home Office. 
We work in close partnership with 
key defence, media and charitable 
organisations, such as SSAFA, 
Jane’s by IHS Markit, Shephard 
Media and SSVC among others.

Access and location 

ExCeL London provides the ideal 
location for an event of such global 
magnitude. The venue can comfortably 
accommodate and cater for an 
audience of many thousands inside 
its halls, while the exterior allows for 
additional external exhibition space. 
The dockside setting is another 
DSEI USP, hosting numerous visiting 
international warships, and exhilarating 
waterborne capability demonstrations. 
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Conferences, seminars and 
capability demonstrations 
Strategic conferences and seminar programme 

Exclusive to DSEI delegates, the Strategic 
Conferences and Seminar programme 
provides a unique opportunity to hear 
first-hand from the most senior military 
and government representatives, who 
use the event to openly discuss the most 
important defence and security topics.
Attended by senior industry, delegations 
and military representatives from 
across the world, the DSEI Strategic 
Conferences provide an additional setting 
for high-level networking and interaction. 
DSEI exhibitors can further boost their 
profile by delivering presentations 
within the exhibition floor seminar 
programme, or through sponsorship 
of the busy show-floor theatres.

An exclusive platform to deliver messages 
to a global audience, the most recent 
line up of keynote speakers included:

• UK Secretary of State for Defence
• UK Secretary of State for 

International Trade
•	 Home	Office	Security	Minister
• Chief of the General Staff
• Chief of the Air Staff
• First Sea Lord
• Commander, Joint Forces Command
• Chief Executive of the 

European Defence Agency

For any further enquiries, 
please do get in touch with the 
team using the contact details 
at the back of this document 
or visit www.DSEI.co.uk. 

8,980+ 
delegates

10+
VIP keynote speeches

280+
UK and international 

speakers from 
government, military 

and industry

DSEI 2017 
Conference 
and Seminar 
programmes 

combined 
delivered:
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AIR POWER

The Air Zone has a 
capability area that services 
the entire aerospace 
supply chain. The Zone 
will focus on MRO&U, 
UAV, weapon systems, 
upgrade components, 
fifth generation airframes 
and third & fourth 
generation upgrades. 
New for 2019 will be a 
pioneering Space Hub.

DSEI will again feature 
an impressive array of air 
static displays. In 2017 
the exhibition showcased 
a range of airframes 
including two fighter jets: 
SAAB Gripen and Tornado 
GR4 and a range of military 
helicopters including: 
Chinook, Apache, 
Blackhawk, Wildcat, 
Merlin and several UAVs.

LAND FORCES

The demand for vehicles 
over the next decade 
is set to increase with 
national markets such 
as Czech Republic, 
Slovenia, Australia and 
the United Kingdom 
all looking to spend on 
military equipment. 

 The land static display 
area features both state-
of-the-art new vehicles 
and a range of equipment 
currently in use by 
ground forces globally. 

NAVAL PROWESS

Visiting international 
warships are a major draw 
for both attendees and 
exhibitors, providing a 
truly unique experience 
to come aboard as part 
of an official ship tour or 
a networking reception, 
and for industry to 
showcase their in-service 
products. DSEI’s distinctive 
dockside setting delivers 
a dazzling daily showcase 
of maritime capability from 
a range of the sector’s 
leading specialists.

INNOVATION HUB

DSEI’s Innovation 
Hub, organised in 
partnership with UK 
Joint Forces Command 
jHUB and Defence & 
Security Accelerator, 
provides a focal point 
for specialists from other 
sectors to introduce 
novel technology 
to the defence and 
security market. 

MEDICAL PIONEERS

The Medical Demonstrations 
give exclusive insight into 
the pioneering practice 
underway with military 
medical professionals. 
A popular feature area 
in the Joint Zone, the 
Medical showcase is a hub 
of innovative equipment 
and life-saving expertise.

PEOPLE AND SKILLS

We are committed to 
contributing to the 
development, support 
and welfare of those that 
choose a career in defence 
and security, as well as 
providing a solution to 
the skills gap. DSEI hosts 
a range of educational 
and networking events to 
help defence personnel, 
veterans, apprentices and 
new recruits to engage 
across industry, and inspire 
the next generation of 
defence professionals. 

Live and interactive 
The optimal showcase of the most impressive military equipment 

Our participation within the Innovation Hub has proved to 
be very significant for us - we received a tremendous number 
of leads and potential collaboration opportunities for our 
technology & products. As a technology start-up it has given 
us confidence that our current portfolio of products will be 
accepted and there is a significant market available to us.  

Summit Chadha, CEO, Miltronix

Launched at DSEI 
2017, the Innovation 
Hub saw the quickest 

acquisition offer from a 
prime contractor in the 

event’s history.
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PR and promotional support 
To maximise our exhibitors’ investment and 
presence at DSEI, we provide a range of exclusive 
opportunities to raise your company’s profile 
with targeted social media support, sponsorship 
packages and access to the world’s defence press.

Complimentary PR support

DSEI’s official PR agency, CMS Strategic, will work 
with you to deliver your news and messages to 
the defence and security media audience.

Keep the DSEI Press Office informed about what your 
company is planning to showcase and newsworthy 
items will be publicised in the run up to the event 
and as part of the onsite media visit programme.

Integrated social media campaign 

A specialised defence digital agency runs the DSEI 
social media campaigns on Twitter & LinkedIn, providing 
bespoke social media advice and content creation for 
stories aimed at businesses and customers online.

@DSEI_event

Influential sponsorship opportunities

• Engaging and creative sponsorship at DSEI will 
increase your visibility to the wider audience, 
reaching far beyond the footprint of your stand.

• From headline / partner packages to individual 
customised solutions, we will work with you 
to	create,	fulfil	and	deliver	a	seamless	and	
successful sponsorship campaign that best 
supports your objectives and budget. 

•	 We	can	offer	everything	from	press	briefings,	
zone and feature packages, to private 
hospitality, meeting spaces and much more. 

• We can help you maximise your show exposure 
across a range of media platforms over the course of 
the week at DSEI, but also pre-show and post-show 
to make your brand work even harder and smarter, 
creating stand-out in this crowded marketplace.

521
accredited broadcast, 
print and digital press

40+
nationalities 
represented

4,600+
media hits in  

800 publications 
worldwide

250,000+
online reach
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The ideal setting for a world-leading event

ExCeL London

DSEI takes place at ExCeL London, considered to 
be the best event space in the UK. In close proximity 
to London City Airport and supported by multiple 
transport links into central London, ExCeL is ideally 
situated for international business travel, allowing 
attendees to travel to and from the venue with ease. 

The new Crossrail Elizabeth Line, serving the 
Custom House entrance to ExCeL London 
increases transport links to the venue, creating even 
smoother access from London and beyond.

WWW.EXCEL.LONDON  

85%
of visitors rated the 
location of DSEI as 
excellent or good

85%
of exhibitors think the 

location of DSEI is 
excellent or good
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NORTH THEATRE

GRANDSTAND

EAST THEATRE

INNOVATION HUB
DAY ZERO

CONFERENCESCYBER HUBCOMMUNICATION HUB

SOUTH GALLERY MEETING ROOMS AND HOSPITALITY SUITES

NORTH GALLERY MEETING ROOMS  AND HOSPITALITY SUITES

NAVAL ZONE

PRIMES, INTERNATIONAL PAVILIONS & OTHER EXHIBITS

PRIMES, INTERNATIONAL PAVILIONS & OTHER EXHIBITS

DIT & MOD LOUNGE

DINING ROOM
& VIP LOUNGE

MAIN AISLE

MAIN AISLE

JOINT ZONE

UK CAPABILITY SHOWCASE

SECURITY ZONE LAND ZONE



Organised byFollow us on

@DSEI_event

Getting in touch with us:

Pauline Piltant (Founder & CEO)
Tel +33 (0) 1 7890 3798 (ext. 3)
Cell. +33 6 47 27 49 87
p.piltant@pandci.com

Marc-Antoine ZUFFERLI (Sales & Exhibitions Manager)
Tel: +33 (0) 1 7890 3798 (ext. 1)
marc@pandci.com

WWW.DSEI.CO.UK

*Facts and figures collected from Fusion Research, Explori and from The Military Balance 2018, IISS


